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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to the amendment filed on September 1 7, 20 1 0. 

2. Claims 13-32 are pending. 

3. Claims 1-12 have been canceled. 

4. Claims 13-32 have been added. 

5. The objection to the title is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments to the title. 

6. The objection to the abstract is maintained in view of Applicant's amendments to the 
abstract and further explained hereinafter. 

7. The objections to Claims 1 - 1 2 arc withdrawn in view of Applicant's cancellation of the 
claims. 

8. The 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, rejections of Claims 1-10 and 12 are withdrawn 
in view of Applicant's cancellation of the claims. 

9. The 35 U.S.C. § 101 rejections of Claims 1-7 and 12 are withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's cancellation of the claims. 

Specification 

10. The substitute specification filed on September 17, 2010 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 
Specification 

1 1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains drawing reference 
numbers. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Objections 

12. Claims 18, 23, 26-28, and 30 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 18 recites the limitation "the modules." It should presumably read — the list of 
modules -. 

• Claim 23 contains the following typographical errors: 

o "[I]s from the group" should read - is selected from the group --. 
o The letter "i" in "internet" should be capitalized. 

• Claim 26 recites the limitation "said each of the module-storing regions." It should 
presumably read ~ each of the module-storing regions -. 

• Claim 27 contains a typographical error: The word "and" should be added after the 
"obtaining a list of modules [...]" limitation. 

• Claim 28 recites the limitation "said user identification information." It should read ~ 
said user identification — . 

• Claim 30 recites the limitation "the module." It should read - the skipped module -. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

13. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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14. Claims 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 27-29 and 31 recite the limitation "said user computer." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. In the interest of compact prosecution, the 
Examiner subsequently interprets this limitation as reading "a user computer" for the purpose of 
further examination. 

Claims 30 and 32 depend on Claim 27 and, therefore, suffer the same deficiency as 
Claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

15. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

16. Claims 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter. 

Claim 27 is directed to a method. However, the claim does not explicitly recite or 
inherently require a particular machine for performing the recited steps of the method. The 
recited steps of the method could be manually performed under the broadest reasonable 
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interpretation. The claim does not provide any clarification on how a computer is structurally and 
functionally interrelated for performing the method. Therefore, the claimed method is ineligible 
subject matter under §101. 

Claims 28-31 depend on Claim 27 and do not cure the deficiency of Claim 27. Therefore, 
Claims 28-31 are rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of Claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

17. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

18. Claims 13, 14, 16-28, 31, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 2002/0166001 (hereinafter "Cheng"). 

As per Claim 13, Cheng discloses: 

An information processing apparatus (Abstract, "A system ...") comprising: 
- a user computer (Figure 1 : 101) configured to obtain a list of modules from a 
module-storing region, a module identified in said list of modules being software (paragraph 
[0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the identified URL(s) and downloads [obtains] the 
software update files [list of modules], typically from the software vendor computer 103 
[module-storing region], though downloads may be from mirror sites, or the like."), 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,123 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2191 

- wherein said user computer obtains a new module from said module-storing 
region when said new module is absent from said user computer (paragraph [0097], "In 
either cases, the service provider computer 102 determines if there is an applicable update for a 
software product by comparing the product name 815 and release information 818 to the product 
table 805 ... If there is an update available [new module is absent from said user computer] . . ."; 
paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the identified URL(s) and downloads 
[obtains] the software update files [new module], typically from the software vendor computer 
103 [module-storing region], though downloads may be from mirror sites, or the like."), said 
new module being identified in said list of modules (paragraph [0099], ". .. the system 
analyzer 907 will have a list 1007 of the applicable software updates . . ."). 

As per Claim 14, the rejection of Claim 13 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said user computer obtains an updated module from said module- 
storing region when said updated module is a more recent version of a module stored in the 
user computer (paragraph [0097], "If there is an update available, in that the release information 
in the table indicates a version later than the version [more recent version of a module] that is 
installed on the client computer 101 . paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses 
the identified URL(s) and downloads [obtains] the software update files [updated module], 
typically from the software vendor computer 103, though downloads may be from mirror sites, 
or the like "), said updated module being identified in said list of modules (paragraph [0099], 
"... the system analyzer 907 will have a list 1007 of the applicable software updates . . ."). 
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As per Claim 16, the rejection of Claim 13 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein one of a plurality of user computers is a master machine, others of said 
plurality of user computers linking with said master machine (Figure 1; paragraph [0043], 
"... there are a plurality of client computers 101 communicatively coupled [linking] by a 
network 106 to a service provider computer 102 [master machine]."). 

As per Claim 17, the rejection of Claim 16 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said user computer is from said plurality of user computers, an IP 
address of said master machine being stored within said user computer (Figure 1 ; paragraph 
[0046], "Each computer 101, 102, 103 has a IP address that specifies its location on the network 
106 ..."). 

As per Claim 18, the rejection of Claim 13 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said list of modules is updated when another of the list of modules is 
stored within said module-storing region, said list of modules being updated within said 
module-storing region (paragraph [0121], "The database modification tools 707 provide for the 
maintenance and updating of the update database 709 to include new software updates from 
various software vendors."; paragraph [0123], "As new software updates become available, 
either the service provider or the software vendors access the database modification tools 707 to 
update the database."). 



As per Claim 19, the rejection of Claim 13 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 
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- wherein said module-storing region is one of a plurality of module-storing 
regions, location information identifying said module-storing region from said plurality of 
module-storing regions (Figure 1; paragraph [0056], "This downloading may be directly from 
the software vendor computer 103, using the URL data [location information] stored in the 
service provider computer 102 for the location of the software update on the network 106."). 

As per Claim 20, the rejection of Claim 19 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said location information includes a Uniform Resource Locator for each 
module-storing region in said plurality of module-storing regions (paragraph [0056], "This 
downloading may be directly from the software vendor computer 103, using the URL data stored 
in the service provider computer 102 for the location of the software update on the network 
106.")- 

As per Claim 21, the rejection of Claim 19 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 
A software updating system (Abstract, "A system ... update client computers ...") 
comprising: 

- the information processing apparatus as set forth in claim 19 (see 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) rejections of Claim 13 and 19 hereinabove)', and 

a center computer, the user computer obtaining a list of module-storing regions 
from said center computer (paragraph [0100], "The service provider computer 102 [center 
computer] resolves the update ID 819 against the update table 807 to obtain the record for this 
update, including the URL list 823 [list of module-storing regions] identifying the location of the 
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relevant update files. This record is returned to the client computer 101 [the user computer 
obtaining]."), 

- wherein the location information is recorded within said list of module-storing 
regions (paragraph [0100], "The service provider computer 102 resolves the update ID 819 
against the update table 807 to obtain the record for this update, including the URL [location 
information] list 823 identifying the location of the relevant update files. This record is returned 
to the client computer 101."). 

As per Claim 22, the rejection of Claim 21 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said user computer communicates with said module-storing region and 
said center computer over a network, said center computer communicating with said 
module-storing region over said network (Figure 1; paragraph [0043], "... there are a plurality 
of client computers 101 [user computers] communicatively coupled by a network 106 to a 
service provider computer 102 [center computer]. A number of software vendor computers 103 
[module-storing regions] are also communicatively coupled over the network 106 to the service 
provider computer 102."). 

As per Claim 23, the rejection of Claim 22 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said network is selected from the group consisting of a local area 
network, a wide area network and the Internet (paragraph [0043], "The network 106 is 
preferably the Internet, or other similar wide area network."). 
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As per Claim 24, the rejection of Claim 22 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said user computer sends user identification information onto said 
network, said user identification information identifying said user computer (paragraph 
[0050], "In each case, the user logs in 201 to the service provider computer 102 with the client 
application 104 in a conventional manner, providing a user ID, a password, and the like. This 
information may be manually entered by the user via the client application 104, or more 
preferably, stored within the client application 104, and automatically provided [sent] once a 
connection between the client computer 101 [user computer] and service provider computer 102 
is established."). 

As per Claim 25, the rejection of Claim 24 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- wherein said center computer compiles said list of the module-storing regions 
when said user computer is judged as having a license, said center computer using said 
user identification information in judging whether said user computer has said license 

(paragraph [0051], "The registered users are authenticated 203 by the service provider computer 
102, using conventional authentication mechanisms, such one or more passwords, digital 
signature, certificates [licenses], or the like. Authentication ensures that only users who are 
properly authorized by the service provider can obtain [compile] updates for software 
products."). 



As per Claim 26, the rejection of Claim 25 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 
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- wherein said location information corresponds to each of the module-storing 
regions, said each of the module-storing regions being linked to said user identification 
information (paragraph [0056], "For each selected software update, the client application 104 
performs an installation process 208. Referring to FIG. 5, the client application 104 displays 
information 505 for a selected software update, and provides the user the opportunity to confirm 
501 or cancel 503 the installation . . . This downloading may be directly from the software vendor 
computer 103 [each of the module-storing regions], using the URL data [location information] 
stored in the service provider computer 102 for the location of the software update on the 
network 106."). 

As per Claim 27, Cheng discloses: 

A method of updating a software installed in an information processing apparatus 

(Abstract, "A ... method update client computers of various end users with software updates for 
software products installed on the client computers ..."), the method comprising the steps of: 

- obtaining a list of module-storing regions from a center computer, said list of the 
module-storing regions including location information (paragraph [0100], "The service 
provider computer 102 [center computer] resolves the update ID 819 against the update table 807 
to obtain the record for this update, including the URL list 823 [list of module-storing regions] 
identifying the location of the relevant update files. This record is returned to the client computer 
101 [obtaining]."); 

- obtaining a list of modules from one of the module-storing regions, said location 
information differentiating said one of the module-storing regions from a plurality of the 
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module-storing regions (paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the identified 
UPvL(s) and downloads [obtains] the software update files [list of modules], typically from the 
software vendor computer 103 [one of the module-storing regions], though downloads may be 
from mirror sites, or the like."); and 

- obtaining a new module from said one of the module-storing regions when said 
new module is absent from a user computer, said new module being identified in said list of 
modules (paragraph [0097], "In either cases, the service provider computer 102 determines if 
there is an applicable update for a software product by comparing the product name 815 and 
release information 818 to the product tabic 805 ... If there is an update available [new module is 
absent from said user computer] . . ."; paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the 
identified URL(s) and downloads [obtains] the software update files [new module], typically 
from the software vendor computer 103 [one of the module-storing regions], though downloads 
may be from mirror sites, or the like."), 

- wherein said new module is the software (paragraph [0100], "The client computer 
101 accesses the identified URL(s) and downloads the software update files [new module], 
typically from the software vendor computer 103, though downloads may be from mirror sites, 
or the like."). 

As per Claim 28, the rejection of Claim 27 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- sending user identification to said center computer, said user identification 
identifying said user computer (paragraph [0050], "In each case, the user logs in 201 to the 
service provider computer 102 with the client application 104 in a conventional manner, 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,123 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2191 

providing a user ID, a password, and the like. This information may be manually entered by the 
user via the client application 104, or more preferably, stored within the client application 104, 
and automatically provided [sent] once a connection between the client computer 101 [user 
computer] and service provider computer 102 is established."), 

- wherein said center computer compiles said list of the module-storing regions 
when said user computer is judged as having a license, said center computer using said 
user identification in judging whether said user computer has said license (paragraph 
[0051], "The registered users are authenticated 203 by the service provider computer 102, using 
conventional authentication mechanisms, such one or more passwords, digital signature, 
certificates [licenses], or the like. Authentication ensures that only users who are properly 
authorized by the service provider can obtain [compile] updates for software products."). 

As per Claim 31, the rejection of Claim 27 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- obtaining an updated module from said one of the module-storing regions when 
said updated module is a more recent version of a module stored in the user computer 

(paragraph [0097], "If there is an update available, in that the release information in the table 
indicates a version later than the version [more recent version of a module] that is installed on 
the client computer 101 paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the identified 
UPvL(s) and downloads [obtains] the software update files [updated module], typically from the 
software vendor computer 103, though downloads may be from mirror sites, or the like."), said 
updated module being identified in said list of modules (paragraph [0099], ". . . the system 
analyzer 907 will have a list 1007 of the applicable software updates . . ."), 
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- wherein said updated module is the software (paragraph [0100], "The client 
computer 101 accesses the identified URL(s) and downloads the software update files [updated 
module], typically from the software vendor computer 103, though downloads may be from 
mirror sites, or the like."). 

As per Claim 32, the rejection of Claim 27 is incorporated; and Cheng further discloses: 

- A computer program product embodied in a tangible non-transitory computer 
readable medium, the computer program product being configured to perform the method 
of claim 27 (paragraph [0087], ". . . the client computer 101 executes the client application 104 in 
memory 900. "). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 15 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cheng 
in view of US 2002/0120885 (hereinafter "Choi"). 

As per Claim 15, the rejection of Claim 13 is incorporated; and Cheng does not explicitly 
disclose: 
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- wherein said user computer deletes the name of a skipped module from said list 
of modules, said name of the skipped module being listed within said user computer. 

However, Choi discloses: 

- wherein a user computer deletes the name of a skipped module, said name of the 
skipped module being listed within said user computer (paragraph [0040], "On the other 
hand, the upgrade processing unit 600 questions the user through the information displaying 
means, such as the On Screen Display (OSD) that, "Will you install a new software?" and at this 
time, if the user answers that "No", the upgrade processing unit 600 [user computer] deletes the 
code of the downloaded system software [skipped module] and gives up upgrading (SI 5) 
(emphasis added)."). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Choi into the teaching of Cheng to include 
wherein said user computer deletes the name of a skipped module from said list of modules, said 
name of the skipped module being listed within said user computer. The modification would be 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to allow a user to delete a 
software update from the various software updates that the user does not want to install. 

As per Claim 29, the rejection of Claim 27 is incorporated; and Cheng does not explicitly 
disclose: 

- deleting the name of a skipped module from said list of modules, said name of 
the skipped module being listed within said user computer. 

However, Choi discloses: 
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- deleting the name of a skipped module, said name of the skipped module being 
listed within a user computer (paragraph [0040], "On the other hand, the upgrade processing 
unit 600 questions the user through the information displaying means, such as the On Screen 
Display (OSD) that, "Will you install a new software?" and at this time, if the user answers that 
"No", the upgrade processing unit 600 [user computer] deletes the code of the downloaded 
system software [skipped module] and gives up upgrading (SI 5) (emphasis added)."). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Choi into the teaching of Cheng to include 
deleting the name of a skipped module from said list of modules, said name of the skipped 
module being listed within said user computer. The modification would be obvious because one 
of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to allow a user to delete a software update from 
the various software updates that the user does not want to install. 

21 . Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cheng in view of 
Choi as applied to Claim 29 above, and further in view of US 2004/0158829 (hereinafter 
"Beresin"). 

As per Claim 30, the rejection of Claim 29 is incorporated; and Cheng and Choi do not 
explicitly disclose: 

- wherein the step of deleting the name of the skipped module is performed before 
the step of obtaining the new module. 

However, Beresin discloses: 
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- wherein a step of deleting the name of a module is performed before a step of 
obtaining a new module (paragraph [0026], "For example, before downloading football 
application 214, synchronization management agent 1 12 may delete spider application 206 in 
order to free enough space in memory 1 14. After deletion of the selected file(s) from memory 
1 14 of mobile terminal 100, the synchronization management agent 112 sends to the server 102 a 
request to transmit the required file (emphasis added)."). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Beresin into the teaching of Cheng to include 
wherein the step of deleting the name of the skipped module is performed before the step of 
obtaining the new module. The modification would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to download only the software updates that a user would want to 
install. 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed on September 17, 2010 have been fully considered, but they 
are not persuasive. 

In the Remarks, Applicant argues: 

a) However, Cheng fails to disclose, teach, or suggest the client computer 101 obtaining 
software from the service provider computer 102 when new software is absent from the client 
computer 101. 
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Examiner's response: 

a) Examiner disagrees. With respect to the Applicant's assertion that Cheng fails to disclose, 
teach, or suggest the client computer obtaining software from the service provider computer 
when new software is absent from the client computer, the Examiner respectfully submits that 
Cheng clearly discloses "wherein said user computer obtains a new module from said 
module-storing region when said new module is absent from said user computer" 
(paragraph [0097], "In either cases, the service provider computer 102 determines if there is an 
applicable update for a software product by comparing the product name 815 and release 
information 8 1 8 to the product table 805 ... If there is an update available [new module is absent 
from said user computer] paragraph [0100], "The client computer 101 accesses the 
identified URL(s) and downloads [obtains] the software update files [new module], typically 
from the software vendor computer 103 [module-storing region], though downloads may be from 
mirror sites, or the like."). Note that the service provider computer determines if there is an 
update available for a software product and if there is an update available, the user can download 
the update. In other words, based on the determination made by the service provider computer, 
the update for the software product is absent in the client computer. 

Therefore, for at least the reason set forth above, the rejections made under 35 U.S. C. § 
102(b) with respect to Claims 13 and 27 are proper and therefore, maintained. 

Conclusion 

23 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant' s 
disclosure. 
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24. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Qing Chen whose telephone number is 571-270-1071. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen, can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 
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